
Policy 5 Equipment 
Policy

The centre provides furniture, equipment and toys, which are appropriate for their purpose and help to create an accessible and stimulating environment, which meets the varying needs of children and is important to their development and learning. The furniture, equipment and toys are of suitable design and condition, well maintained and conform to safety standards.

Procedures

Furniture, toys and play equipment

All furniture toys and equipment is carefully selected, taking into account the varying needs, numbers and ages of the children attending the centre. They are selected both to reflect children’s own cultures, backgrounds, and experiences and to introduce new and different ones. 

When choosing or purchasing resources, the centre takes into account the need to include everyday representations of those with disabilities or impairments with in the range of toys, books, stories and games etc. Specialized equipment, furniture or resources needed to support children with a particular need and or disability are purchased or borrowed, as appropriate. 

Children are consulted about their preferences; parents and carers are welcome to contribute ideas and opinions about the equipment and resources provided. 

The centre takes into account the need to provide a diverse range of educational and recreational equipment and resources covering a wide age range.

The centre aims to purchase equipment, which is well made, carries the necessary safety symbols and will withstand the purposes and degree of use for which it is intended. Whenever possible equipment will be adaptable to a variety of purposes and allow children to exercise their own imagination through play.

Inventory

The centre has an inventory of equipment and resources, which enables the staff and committee to ensure they have a sufficient number and range to cover all ages and stages of development.

Safety issues

All equipment and resources are well maintained, checked, cleaned and replaced as necessary.  Staff, parents and carers are asked to report any broken, dirty, damaged or possibly unsafe toys or equipment to the leading practitioner immediately, who will decide whether they should be disposed of, repaired or cleaned. Staff must also make a note in the Health & Safety file and pass the information to the Health and Safety Co-ordinator. The Health and Safety Co-ordinator is responsible for replacing items as soon as possible.
Rules about the use of equipment, toys and games etc are discussed and drawn up in consultation with children, parents and carers and include the requirement for children to use these with respect. If the leading practitioner or staff feel that several children are abusing the agreed rules, they will have a discussion with all the children to remind them of the rules.
Furniture, toys and equipment on the premises are in good repair and conform to BS EN safety standards or the Toys (Safety) Regulations (1995) where applicable.
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