
Policy 3 Care, Learning and Play 
The centre plans to provide the children attending with opportunities that will support and promote their overall development in a safe, stimulating and caring atmosphere. Appropriately trained, knowledgeable staff and the involvement of all families within our community who are interested in and support our aims, creates this.

We take care to provide activities that use equipment and resources appropriate to the age and stage of development of the children attending the centre. This stimulates their interest and encourages independent learning, enabling the children to practise existing skills and to build on those skills to acquire new ones.

We are aware of the importance of reflecting all members of society, not just those who attend our setting but also local community and society in general in a positive way. We ensure that activities, equipment and displays provide a balanced view and also allow children to follow their own individual creativity and interests. The emphasis is on the process of learning rather than the production of an end “product”. All children need to experience planned activities and experiences that take account of their stage of development and individual needs. Every child is given the opportunity to experience the full range of activities even if they only attend for one session. The practices and procedures of the Centre are based on the Early Years Foundation Stage framework. 

The Early Years Foundation Stage

The EYFS is a central part of the ten year childcare strategy and the Childcare Act 2006. It is mandatory for all early years providers in Ofsted registered settings attended by children from birth to the end of the academic year in which a child has their fifth birthday. The overarching aim of the EYFS is to help young children achieve the five Every Child Matters outcomes of staying safe, being healthy, enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution, and achieving economic well-being. The EYFS sets the standards for the learning, development and care young children should experience when they are attending a setting outside their family home. It provides for equality of opportunity, partnership working between parents and professionals and all the settings that the child attends, improved quality and consistency in the early years sector through a universal set of standards, and lays a secure foundation for future learning.

The statutory framework for the EYFS.

This sets out the legal requirements relating to learning and development and the legal requirements relating to welfare (safeguarding and promoting children’s welfare). As a provider we have a duty to ensure we comply with these, and have regard to the related statutory guidance. We also take account of the Practice Guidance for the Early Years Foundation Stage and supporting EYFS resources.

The EYFS principles

These guide the work of all practitioners and are grouped into 4 complementary themes that provide a context for the requirements, and describe how practitioners should support the development, learning and care of young children. The 4 themes are each broken down into 4 commitments describing how the principles can be put into practice.

· A Unique Child : development; inclusion; safety; and health and well-being

· Positive Relationships : respect; partnership with parents; supporting learning; and the role of the key person

· Enabling Environments : observation, assessment and planning; support for every child; the learning environment; and the wider context – transitions, continuity, and multi-agency working

· Learning and Development : recognises that children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates, and that all areas of learning and development are equally important and inter-connected.

The EYFS learning and development requirements

These comprise three elements:

· The early learning goals – the knowledge, skills and understanding which young children should have acquired by the end of the academic year in which they reach the age of five;

· The educational programmes – the matters, skills and processes which are required to be taught to young children;

· The assessment arrangements – the arrangements for assessing young children to ascertain their achievements.
The Early Years Foundation Stage Early Learning Goals

There are six areas covered by the early learning goals and educational programmes:

Personal, Social and Emotional Development;

Communication, Language and Literacy;

Problem Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy;

Knowledge and Understanding of the World;

Physical Development;

Creative Development.

None of these areas can be delivered in isolation from the others. They are equally important and depend on each other to support a rounded approach to child development. All the areas are delivered through planned, purposeful play, with a balance of adult-led and child-initiated activities. Activities from all areas of the curriculum may take place both indoors and outdoors.
PSED – Personal, social and emotional development

Children are provided with experiences and support which will help them to develop a positive sense of themselves and of others; respect for others; social skills; and a positive disposition to learn. Their emotional well-being is supported to help them to know themselves and what they can do.
Children are given opportunities to build friendships with other children and adults which enable them to practise skills of sharing, caring, helping, working together, solving problems and taking responsibility for the environment and themselves. They are encouraged to be confident to try new activities and initiate ideas, to select and use activities and resources independently, and to concentrate and persevere on individual tasks asking for help when needed.

CLL – Communication, language and literacy

Children’s learning and competence in communicating, speaking and listening, being read to and beginning to read and write are supported and extended. They are provided with opportunity and encouragement to use their skills in a range of situations and for a range of purposes, and are supported in developing the confidence and disposition to do so.

Children are provided with a broad and rich language experience. They are given many opportunities to talk about their experiences, to listen to others and are encouraged to express their own ideas. Role-play encourages conversation and helps to develop vocabulary. They hear stories, rhymes, poems and songs and when confident will join in. Books are always readily available for children to look at and/or be read to, and they begin to recognise how printed words and pictures can convey meaning. Materials for writing or making marks are always available and children are helped to understand the purpose of writing. We use phase 1 of  the letters and sounds programme to support children’s early phonic development. Phase 1 recognises the central importance of developing speaking and listening skills as a priority in their own right and for paving the way to making a good start on reading and writing. Staff include activities from the programme guidance, which are approached through 7 aspects : environmental sounds, instrumental sounds, body percussion, rhythm and rhyme, alliteration, voice sounds, and oral blending and segmenting. This programme also helps us to strengthen our provision for children learning English as an additional language. 

We aim to detect any language difficulties at an early stage and to work closely with parents and speech and language therapists to support children as needed.
PSR & N - Problem Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy
Children are supported in developing their understanding of Problem Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy in a broad range of contexts in which they explore, enjoy, learn, practise and talk about their developing understanding. They are provided with opportunities to practice and extend their skills in these areas and to gain confidence and competence in their use. 

Children have opportunities provided by many different games and activities to match, sort, sequence, count and order, and to identify objects by shape, size, and number etc. They hear examples of the language of mathematics in everyday situations with familiar objects, which forms the basis of an understanding of mathematics. Through this knowledge they will be able to solve problems. Simple rhymes, songs and props, and counting stories also help them to learn number names, sequences and counting skills.

KUW – Knowledge and understanding of the world

Children are supported in developing the knowledge, skills and understanding that help them to make sense of the world. Their learning is supported through offering opportunities for them to use a range of tools safely; encounter creatures, people, plants and objects in their natural environments and in real-life situations; undertake practical ‘experiments’; and work with a range of materials.

Children are offered the chance to explore and experiment with natural and man made materials; they are able to investigate, compare and identify the features of different objects, recognise similarities and differences and talk about their discoveries with other children and adults. They find out about everyday technology and use ICT and programmable toys to support their learning. They find out about their environment and begin to know about cultures and beliefs and talk about past and present events in their own lives
PD – Physical development

Children’s physical development is encouraged through opportunities for them to be active and interactive and to improve their skills of coordination, control, manipulation and movement. They are supported in using all of their

senses to learn about the world around them and to make connections between new information and what they already know. They begin to understand their bodies and the importance of physical activity and making healthy choices in relation to food. 

Children are given opportunities both indoors and out to develop, practise and master skills of balance, movement, running, jumping, climbing. At all times they will be closely supervised to ensure safety while encouraged to test their own abilities with challenging activities which are fun. Finer manipulative and co-ordination skills are nurtured with appropriate table games and toys, and ball games and sports.

CD – Creative development

Children’s creativity is extended through support for their curiosity, exploration and play. They are provided with opportunities to explore and share their thoughts, ideas and feeling through a variety of art, music, movement, dance, imaginative and role-play activities, mathematics, and design and technology. 

Activities for creative play are always available including painting, crayons, pencils, gluing, collage, model making, materials which are natural and man made. Children are provided with opportunities to respond to music and artistic works, to explore sound, and for imaginative play individually and with others.

Planning and assessment arrangements

Our long term planning is represented by our overall aims and objectives for the children attending our centre as outlined in our policy documents and prospectus and our operational plan, our commitment and obligations to the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum, and our continuous overall provision.

A long term centre events and special events plan also contributes to this. A record of development areas from the Early Years Foundation stage curriculum, which have been covered within the planned activities is kept, so that we can ensure a balance of all areas of the curriculum over the course of the year.

Medium term planning comprises our weekly planning meetings, and the weekly programme of activities prepared at these. Each week 1 or 2 children from each keyperson (on a rota basis) have activities planned particularly to their needs and interests, as indicated from parent and keyperson information and children’s own ideas. All children access these activities, together with our regular provision. Weekly planning also takes account of current issues and needs of the whole group as appropriate, and addresses equal opportunities and additional needs considerations.

Short term planning is the day to day delivery and evaluation of our continuous provision and both planned and unplanned or revised activities. 
Assessments of the success of continuous and daily planned activities are recorded by staff on evaluation notes. Individual children are assessed by observation. This may be from informal “post-it” notes recording what any of the children are achieving day to day, or from planned observations carried out on a rota basis. Children’s observations are placed in their “Children’s learning scrapbook”. This may also contain photographs of children in activities at the Centre or at home, drawings or writing by the child themselves, notes or comments from parents and news books etc. All of these may be considered by the keyperson and used to record development and plan further activities for that child. Parents are encouraged to look at and add to scrapbooks regularly. We ask parents to inform us of other provision attended by children so that we can plan to communicate with that setting to ensure continuity and share information about children’s welfare and development.

Quality of care, learning and play

The Centre reviews it’s overall provision regularly, based on the OFSTED self evaluation system, which is contributed to by staff, parents and children. We regularly receive support and advice to ensure we achieve good quality provision, from the area advisory support worker, via local networking meetings, and have access to support from Momentum voluntary group support services. Staff attend relevant training and personal development, and we liaise closely with other professionals as needed to enhance our knowledge and skills of specialist areas. We are inspected by OFSTED according to their inspection schedule arrangements, and a copy of the latest report is available online and also kept in the parents information rack. OFSTED Early Years inspection provides an independent, external evaluation of the effectiveness of provision made for children during the EYFS. The inspector considers the overall effectiveness of the provision, the leadership and management, and the quality and standards of the early years provision. It is also designed to help settings to improve the quality of their provision. We also have an annual assessment of quality through the Norfolk Early Years team.
Our last Ofsted inspection was : 6th January 2011
Inspectors Name: Jacqueline Mason
If you would like to read the whole inspection report please see the copy held in the parents information rack. Or look on the web site (www.ofsted.gov.uk) click on inspection reports, and then enter Mulbarton Children’s Centre or the Village Hall postcode NR14 8AE.
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